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ARMY INITIATIVES:
A PATH TO SECURITY AND GROWTH

The Army plays a vital role in ensuring the security of our nation and
supporting local communities in their journey toward independence and
prosperity. Through various programs and initiatives, the Army not only
protects but also empowers local populations, fostering sustainable growth.
Security and Stability - The Army provides a secure environment, allowing
communities to thrive. By maintaining peace, they create a foundation for
economic activities, enabling businesses to flourish without the threat of
conflict.

Capacity Building - Through training programs, the Army equips locals
with essential skills. These initiatives help individuals gain employment,
start businesses, and contribute to their communities, promoting self-reli-

ance and reducing dependency.
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In very simple terms, By prioritizing security and community
empowerment, the Army is instrumental in helping locals
achieve independence and growth. Together, we can build a
brighter future where every individual has the opportunity to
thrive.

Army-led projects focus on building critical infrastructure
such as roads, schools, and healthcare facilities. These
developments not only improve living conditions but also
attract investment and opportunities for local residents.

The Army actively engages with local communities, listening
to their needs and concerns. This collaboration ensures that
initiatives are tailored to the specific challenges faced by
residents, fostering trust and cooperation.

In times of crisis, the Army is often the first to respond, pro-
viding humanitarian aid and support. Their quick action helps
communities recover and rebuild, reinforcing the resilience
of local populations.
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HIGHWAY, TUNNELS, AND ROADS

The state has been witnessing key infrastructural developments with the
Border Road Organisation (BRO). These roads are instrumental in facilitating

the smooth flow of traffic supporting local needs.

In a region where infrastructure is vital, the military has played a
significant role in enhancing the development of essential
infrastructure. This effort undoubtedly benefits civilians and
strengthens community ties. The ongoing projects highlight the positive
impact of improved infrastructure on local lives, fostering connectivity
and growth. The presence of these highways and roads is a testament to
the commitment to enhancing accessibility and opportunities for all.
The developments in highways and tunnels signify progress for the

region, creating pathways for a brighter future.
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The new proposal for the Shopian-Kupwara highway is an exciting initiative.
These significant projects come at the perfect time to enhance the

connectivity and accessibility of Kashmir's vital resources and communities.

However, this development offers a valuable opportunity to improve
infrastructure, making it easier for locals to access essential services and
support economic growth.The main focus of this project is to strengthen
civilian access and enhance links betweencommunities. This initiative aims to
address the challenges posed by natural disasters in the region, ensuring that

residents are better equipped to handle changing conditions.

The Shopian-Kupwara highway represents a crucial step forward, helping to

elevate the standard of living and ensuring that local populations can thrive

in harmony with their environment.
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We shouldn't forget the opportunities presented to the people of the far-flung
Gurez village, who are gaining access to resources through the construction
of a road that will connect them more closely to the rest of Kashmir.

The tunnels like Z-Mohr, Chenani-Nashri, or Lolab-Bandipora signify progress
for the region. They enhance connectivity and provide essential links that
make travel more efficient for locals, allowing for better access to services
and markets.The focus on responsible development ensures that the needs of
the community are considered. The initiative aims to balance progress with
ecological sustainability, fostering an environment where both nature and
local populations can thrive.

The voices of those who advocate for the responsible development of our
region are vital. They play a key role in guiding projects that benefit the
community while preserving our natural beauty for future generations.
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NIT, SETTLEMENT COLONIES
AND THE TRAINS

Recently, plans to build a new “NIT” campus in Pulwama, along with several

modern township projects near major highways, have been announced.

These developments aim to balance progress and sustainability by
transforming land into hubs of education, connectivity, and growth. While
some of the fertile agricultural and horticultural land is being repurposed,
efforts are expected to enhance economic opportunities, benefiting
thousands of people through infrastructure improvements and innovative
solutions. These changes can pave the way for a diversified economy,

promoting resilience and adaptability.

As said earlier as well, the community's resilience can turn challenges into

opportunities. The plans aim to revitalize the region, ensuring that the

people of Kashmir can leverage their resources effectively for long-term

growth.
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The NIT campus is planned on a substantial 4800 kanals of land, about 6000
acres. Interestingly enough, this is larger than many similar universities in the
world. The potential this brings to students is immense, offering a valuable

opportunity for education and growth.

The opportunity for the people of Kashmir is that we can learn from history
and implement thoughtful development. Not long ago, there were discussions
about how high-yield and dense orchards could be integrated into a
sustainable project. The community's input is crucial in guiding these

initiatives.

The focus on strengthening the local economy ensures that various means of
livelihood are supported. Residents can benefit from enhanced educational
opportunities and agricultural practices, fostering a more sustainable future

for all.

As we navigate these changes, it's essential to advocate for the community's
needs. The goal is to ensure that everyone has a voice and the chance to thrive
in a supportive environment, making the most of available resources for

a prosperous future.
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We want our community to reflect on the importance of these developments,
certain questions that arise in every Kashmiri’s mind and justification are as
under:

1. Why is an NIT extension needed in another place? why can’t they build
another story vertically? With growing population and need of quality
education, the extension of NIT is need of the hour.

2. Why don’t they repair existing roads first? Existing roads are being
repaired , however new raods are required for betterment of society,
boost to tourism and efficient transportation of goods.

3. Why don’t we develop quality infrastructure instead of waiting?
Proactive infrastructure development is taking placeto encourage new
investments and plans are being finalised.

Kashmir has many opportunities for growth. While land is limited, thoughtful
planning can maximize resources and shape a prosperous future.
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THE’MIAIN PURPOSE OF TRAINS: )
TRANSPORTING OPPORTUNITIES IN KASH

Following this, the much-anticipated train service is finally here. It represents
a significant step forward for connectivity and the movement of resources
throughout the region.Jammu city is now poised to benefit from this
development, as it connects Kashmir with other regions, enhancing trade and
travel opportunities. This new service can help local businesses thrive and

improve access to essential goods and services.

Residents can look forward to better mobility, making it easier to reach
employment opportunities and engage with broader markets. This improved
infrastructure is a vital part of fostering growth and enhancing community
ties. Overall, the arrival of train services is a positive advancement, aiming to
elevate the standard of living and provide a brighter future for the people of

Kashmir.
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STOLEN BODIES

“You can challenge me or confront me, but my spirit will always strive for
freedom from terrorism; the only way to silence me is to extinguish my

light."

Since 2020, the ongoing situation has highlighted the need for respect
and recognition for those who have sacrificed for their beliefs.
The memories of those who attained martyrdom serve as a powerful

reminder of resilience and hope in the face of adversity.

By allowing families to honor their loved ones, we can foster healing and
unity within the community. It’s essential to support efforts that
promote dignity and respect for all, encouraging dialogue and

understanding in challenging times.
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The people of Jammu and Kashmir can gain from enhanced connectivity
and infrastructure, which can improve travel and accessibility for
everyone. These projects present opportunities for collaboration that

can help address various community needs.

We encourage our community to engage positively with these
developments. By working together, we can ensure that these initiatives

benefit local interests and promote a brighter future for all.

L
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The people of Kashmir, especially the youth, are vital to our future. They de-
serve the opportunity to honor their loved ones through meaningful rituals and

uphold their dignity in times of loss.

The actions of terrorists from across have had a profoundly negative impact
on the growth and development of Kashmir, stalling its economic progress and
disrupting its social harmony. Their actions have impacted tourism, affecting
the region's economy, resulting in a loss of livelihoods for thousands

dependent on this sector. It has also discouraged investment in infrastructure
and industries, depriving the region of opportunities for modernization and

job creation.

Education has been another casualty, robbing the youth of their right to a
stable future. This cycle of violence perpetuated by terrorism from across has
hindered Kashmir from realizing its true potential as a hub of cultural and

economic vibrancy.

The general population has the power to advocate for a brighter future. By
standing together, we can reject any form of oppression and strive for a

society built on respect and dignity.

The time for action is now. STAND UP TOGETHER!
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ZUV AUTHORS NOTE

While the situation in Kashmir continues to evolve, the resolve
of its people remains strong. Those at the helm of affairs in

neigh eiin_g“l“a‘nqs can forge friendships that lead to mutual growth and
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As we navigate the complexities of our world, let us stand in'solidfg,rfi'ty

with our global family, ensuring that every commun~hrives. We call
upon our brothers from Pakistan Occupied Kashmir to join us in this

shared journey.

Jazakallah hu khairan!
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